
Overview of Traditional Spanish Curriculum
(Levels 1–4)
I curated this overview of what is typically taught in Spanish levels 1 through 4 to
provide general insight and help set expectations as you build your course.

That said, I want to emphasize something important: make your class work for you.
Use this framework as a guide—not a rulebook.

Many traditional programs heavily emphasize grammar and expect students to
“master” it. However, I firmly believe that students can learn and use a language
effectively without being able to explain every grammar rule. I personally do not
lead with grammar.

If you look at many modern textbooks, grammar is now placed at the end of each
chapter, which reflects a shift in thinking: grammar supports communication—it
shouldn’t drive it.

For example, the subjunctive is often introduced early (sometimes even in Level 1,



through commands), which can make transitioning into full subjunctive structures in
Level 2 much more natural. That’s a great example of how to embed grammar
within context, not isolate it.

So again—do what works for you and your students. This curriculum outline is
meant to offer a flexible starting point as you design your courses.

Overview of Traditional Spanish Curriculum
(Levels 1–4)
This overview outlines what is commonly taught in Spanish Levels 1 through 4 to
give educators a general framework and reference point when designing their own
courses. Use this as a flexible guide, not a rigid checklist.

A Note on Grammar

While grammar is often emphasized in traditional programs, remember that:

Students do not need to explain grammar rules in order to use the language
effectively.
Communication should come first; grammar should support it.
Many textbooks now place grammar at the end of each chapter, signaling a
shift away from leading with rules.

Tip: Introduce grammar in context. For example, commands (often taught in
Level 1 or 2) offer a natural entry point to the subjunctive mood without formal
grammar instruction.

Curriculum Snapshot

Level 1

Basic greetings and introductions
Classroom instructions
Numbers, days, months, weather
Likes and dislikes
Basic verb forms (present tense of regular verbs)
Common irregular verbs (ser, estar, ir, tener)



Cultural topics: celebrations, geography, school life

Level 2

Expanded vocabulary (daily routines, travel, food)
Present progressive
Preterite tense (regular and irregular)
Introduction to commands (affirmative and negative)
Comparisons and superlatives
Introduction to the subjunctive (via commands or basic expressions)
Cultural topics: traditions, holidays, regional foods

Level 3

Imperfect tense and contrast with preterite
More advanced irregular verbs
Future and conditional tenses
Deeper use of the subjunctive (wishes, emotions, impersonal expressions)
Object pronouns and compound tenses
Cultural focus: global issues, daily life across cultures, current events

Level 4 / Pre-AP

Advanced use of the subjunctive (adjective clauses, conjunctions)
Perfect tenses (present, past, future perfect)
Passive voice, si clauses
Idiomatic expressions and advanced vocabulary
AP-aligned tasks: cultural comparisons, argumentative writing, formal
presentations
Cultural focus: art, history, literature, social movements

Final Thoughts

Use this curriculum as a starting point to build courses that reflect your teaching
style and your students’ needs. Don’t feel pressured to follow traditional structures
exactly. Lead with communication, culture, and context—and let grammar serve the
message, not control it.



Communicative Tasks:

Interpersonal Communication (Speaking & Writing):

Greet, introduce oneself, and exchange basic personal information.
Ask and answer simple questions about self, family, friends, and classmates.
Discuss likes, dislikes, hobbies, and basic preferences.
Make simple plans with others (e.g., arranging meetings, activities).
Ask for and provide basic directions around town or school.
Describe daily routines and schedules.
Order food and drinks in a restaurant setting.
Make simple purchases, ask prices, and interact in a store or market.

Interpretive Communication (Reading & Listening):

Understand short messages, emails, texts, or social media posts.
Comprehend simple descriptions of people, places, and things.
Follow directions and classroom instructions.
Understand basic information (dates, weather, times, schedules).
Identify key information from simple announcements, podcasts, videos, and
songs.
Recognize familiar words and phrases from culturally authentic texts.

Presentational Communication (Speaking & Writing):

Introduce and describe oneself and others (name, age, nationality, personality
traits).
Give a simple presentation about family members, pets, or friends.
Describe a familiar place such as school, home, or neighborhood.
Write short texts about daily routines, habits, or preferences.
Share information about basic cultural practices or holidays.
Present a simple weather forecast.
Describe basic pastimes, leisure activities, or hobbies.

Vocabulary Themes:

Greetings, Farewells, & Polite Expressions1.
Hola, buenos días, adiós, gracias, por favor, de nada, perdón

Personal Information2.



Name, age, nationality, origin, basic descriptions
Family & Friends3.

Family members, pets, relationships, personality traits
Numbers & Dates4.

Numbers 0–100+, days of the week, months, birthdays, holidays
Time & Daily Schedules5.

Hours, minutes, school subjects, activities, schedules
Classroom & School6.

Classroom objects, subjects, teachers, classroom instructions
Leisure Activities & Sports7.

Hobbies, interests, sports, leisure activities, preferences
Food & Meals8.

Common foods, meals, drinks, restaurant expressions, basic dishes,
cultural foods

Clothing & Colors9.
Clothing items, colors, descriptive adjectives, preferences, seasons

Weather & Seasons10.
Basic weather expressions, seasons, temperatures, weather-related
activities

Home & Community11.
Rooms, furniture, places in town, community buildings, directions

Body & Health12.
Basic parts of the body, simple health expressions, basic emotions

Essential Grammar:

Nouns & Articles:

Gender (masculine/feminine), number (singular/plural)
Definite articles (el, la, los, las) and indefinite articles (un, una, unos,
unas)

Pronouns:

Subject pronouns (yo, tú, él, ella, usted, nosotros/as, vosotros/as, ellos/as,
ustedes)



Verbs & Verb Conjugations:

Present tense of regular -AR, -ER, -IR verbs
Present tense of common irregular verbs: ser, estar, tener, ir, hacer,
gustar, querer, poder
Gustar and similar verbs for expressing likes/dislikes

Adjectives:

Agreement in gender and number, placement of adjectives
Descriptive adjectives (physical traits, personality traits, colors,
nationalities)

Questions & Interrogatives:

Basic question words (qué, quién, dónde, cuándo, cómo, por qué,
cuánto/a/os/as)

Sentence Structure:

Simple affirmative and negative sentences
Forming basic questions and answers

Expressions of Time:

Telling time (es la…, son las…), days of the week, months, dates
Adverbs of frequency (siempre, nunca, a veces, frecuentemente)

Prepositions & Conjunctions:

Simple prepositions (en, con, de, a, por, para)
Common conjunctions (y, o, pero)

Expressions with tener:

tener hambre, tener sed, tener frío, tener calor, tener prisa, tener años

Simple Commands & Instructions:

Basic classroom instructions (escucha, mira, escribe, lee, repite)



Spanish 2
Communicative Tasks:

Interpersonal Communication (Speaking & Writing):

Participate in short conversations about past events, daily routines, and
future plans.
Ask and answer questions about experiences, travel, and school life.
Express preferences, opinions, and provide simple justifications.
Interact comfortably in everyday situations (shopping, restaurant
ordering, making reservations).
Discuss health, well-being, and provide simple advice.
Narrate personal experiences and past events in sequence.
Describe plans and intentions (e.g., weekend plans, vacations).
Engage in basic negotiation (asking for help, clarifying, resolving
misunderstandings).

Interpretive Communication (Reading & Listening):

Understand main ideas and key details from authentic texts (emails, short
stories, blogs, advertisements).
Comprehend dialogues or short presentations on familiar topics.
Follow step-by-step instructions (recipes, directions, procedures).
Recognize and summarize basic cultural information from authentic
resources (songs, videos, podcasts).
Identify main points and supporting details in written and spoken
narratives about past and future events.

Presentational Communication (Speaking & Writing):

Narrate personal stories, past events, and memorable experiences.
Prepare and deliver short presentations on familiar topics (family
traditions, travel experiences, cultural events).
Write descriptive paragraphs about people, places, experiences, and
events.
Create brief, organized essays or reports comparing cultural practices.
Present information on health topics, giving basic advice or



recommendations.
Describe personal goals, ambitions, or future plans clearly and cohesively.

Vocabulary Themes:
Travel & Transportation1.

Means of transportation, travel verbs, airport vocabulary, hotel
accommodations, vacation activities.

Daily Routines & Personal Care2.
Reflexive verbs, personal hygiene, household chores, daily schedule
vocabulary.

Food, Cooking & Dining Out3.
Expanded food vocabulary, cooking methods, recipes, restaurant
conversations, table manners, expressions for taste and preference.

Shopping & Clothing4.
Clothing vocabulary, fabrics, fashion, shopping expressions, sizes,
prices, bargaining.

Leisure, Entertainment & Social Life5.
Activities, hobbies, movies, music, social events, invitations,
celebrations.

School Life & Education6.
School subjects, classroom objects, extra-curricular activities,
describing teachers and classmates, expressing academic
preferences.

Health & Wellness7.
Parts of the body, illnesses and remedies, symptoms, healthy habits,
giving advice, doctor’s visit vocabulary.

Housing & Living Spaces8.
Types of housing, furniture, household appliances, chores,
neighborhood descriptions.

Celebrations & Traditions9.
Holidays, celebrations, cultural traditions, rituals, special events,
related vocabulary.

Nature & Environment10.
Weather vocabulary (expanded), animals, outdoor activities, nature
descriptions, environmental issues (basic).



Essential Grammar:

Verbs & Verb Conjugations:

Preterite tense (regular and common irregular verbs)
Imperfect tense (regular and common irregular verbs)
Introduction to using preterite vs. imperfect (basic contexts)
Informal (tú) and formal (usted/ustedes) affirmative and negative
commands
Reflexive verbs (present, preterite, imperfect)
Progressive tense (present participle: estar + -ando/-iendo)
Introduction to future tense (ir + a + infinitive and simple future)

Pronouns:

Direct object pronouns (lo, la, los, las)
Indirect object pronouns (le, les)
Combining direct and indirect object pronouns (double object
pronouns)
Reflexive pronouns (me, te, se, nos, os, se)

Adjectives & Comparisons:

Possessive adjectives and pronouns (mi/mío, tu/tuyo, etc.)
Demonstrative adjectives and pronouns (este, ese, aquel)
Comparatives (más/menos que, tan…como, tanto/a/os/as…como)
Superlatives (el/la más, el/la menos, -ísimo)

Prepositions & Connectors:

Expanded use of prepositions (por vs. para)
Common connectors for narratives (primero, después, luego,
finalmente, entonces)

Sentence Structure:

More complex sentence structures (subordination and coordination)
Asking more nuanced questions (open-ended questions,
explanations)



Expressing cause and effect, preferences, and justifications.

Question words & Interrogatives:

Expanded use of question words in context (¿con quién?, ¿para qué?,
¿cuánto tiempo?, etc.)

Expressions of Obligation & Advice:

tener que + infinitive, deber + infinitive, hay que + infinitive

Impersonal Expressions:

Use of se impersonal (se vende, se habla, se puede)

Introduction to Subjunctive (basic exposure):

Basic recognition of present subjunctive in common expressions
(quiero que…, espero que…)

Spanish 3
Communicative Tasks:

Interpersonal Communication (Speaking & Writing):

Sustain detailed conversations and discussions on a variety of topics
(travel, relationships, daily life, and culture).
Debate and express opinions with supporting reasons and examples.
Share personal narratives, past experiences, and future aspirations.
Provide advice, recommendations, and suggestions with greater
nuance.
Handle common social interactions with increased confidence and
fluency (problem-solving, negotiating, apologizing).
Ask and answer questions to resolve misunderstandings and clarify
meaning.
Participate effectively in collaborative group tasks or projects.



Interpretive Communication (Reading & Listening):

Comprehend longer, more complex texts (stories, news articles,
cultural readings, social media posts).
Understand authentic audio resources (interviews, podcasts, music,
videos) on familiar topics and main points of unfamiliar topics.
Infer meanings, opinions, and perspectives from written and spoken
sources.
Identify cultural practices, products, and perspectives presented in
authentic resources.
Summarize or paraphrase detailed information, opinions, and events.

Presentational Communication (Speaking & Writing):

Present organized speeches or oral presentations about culturally
relevant topics, events, or personal experiences.
Write organized paragraphs, short essays, or personal reflections on
cultural comparisons, personal opinions, or topical issues.
Narrate detailed personal experiences or fictional stories, accurately
using past tenses.
Clearly describe goals, ambitions, and future plans in depth.
Compare and contrast cultural perspectives and practices with
increased nuance and accuracy.
Create and present culturally informed materials (brochures, blogs,
posters, multimedia presentations).

Vocabulary Themes:
Travel & Cultural Exploration1.

Advanced travel vocabulary, tourism, hotels, accommodations,
sightseeing, transportation, customs, immigration.

Social Issues & Community2.
Volunteering, community service, social responsibility, poverty,
charity, global issues, environment, human rights.

Personal Relationships & Social Life3.
Friendship, dating, relationships, conflict resolution, expressing
emotions, advice giving.

Technology & Communication4.



Digital devices, internet, social media vocabulary, online
etiquette, privacy, social media expressions.

Health & Lifestyle5.
Mental health, wellness practices, diet and nutrition, stress
management, medical care, expressing symptoms with nuance.

Work & Professions6.
Professions, career choices, workplace vocabulary, resumes,
interviews, workplace etiquette.

Art, Music, & Entertainment7.
Film and literature genres, art styles, performance vocabulary,
artistic preferences, entertainment reviews, cultural events.

Nature & Environmental Issues8.
Natural resources, climate change, ecology, conservation,
sustainability, disasters, wildlife, geography.

Current Events & News9.
Media vocabulary, global and local events, politics (basic),
cultural news, comprehension of simple news stories.

Cultural Traditions & Identity10.
Traditions, identity, values, heritage, diversity, cultural
comparisons, immigration experiences.

Essential Grammar:

Verb Tenses & Moods:

Mastery of preterite vs. imperfect in narration.
Future tense (regular and irregular) and conditional tense.
Introduction to and use of present subjunctive (regular and
irregular forms, subjunctive with recommendations, emotions,
uncertainty, doubt, and impersonal expressions).
Introduction to past participles as adjectives and present perfect
tense (he hablado, has comido).
Commands (informal, formal, affirmative, and negative) with
object pronouns.

Pronouns & Pronoun Placement:

Mastery of direct and indirect object pronouns in complex



sentences.
Reflexive verbs/pronouns used in various tenses.
Relative pronouns (que, quien/es, lo que).

Prepositions, Connectors, & Transitions:

Mastery of por vs. para, advanced prepositional phrases (a
causa de, debido a, según).
Connectors and transition phrases for cohesive writing/speaking
(por eso, por lo tanto, sin embargo, además, por otro lado).

Comparisons & Superlatives:

Nuanced expressions of comparison and contrast (tanto… como,
más/menos… que, mejor, peor, mayor, menor, tanto como).

Impersonal & Passive Constructions:

Mastery of passive voice with se (se habla español, se venden
boletos).

Complex Sentence Structures:

Compound and complex sentences with conjunctions (aunque,
cuando, después de que, antes de que).
Basic conditional (“si clauses”) to express possible future
outcomes (si + present indicative + future).

Expressing Opinion & Doubt:

Use of expressions like pienso que, creo que, dudo que, no creo
que, me parece que (indicative/subjunctive contrast).

Adverbial Clauses:

Adverbial clauses with indicative and subjunctive (cuando tenga
tiempo, en cuanto pueda).



Spanish 4
Communicative Tasks:

Interpersonal Communication (Speaking & Writing):

Engage in sustained conversations and debates on diverse
topics, presenting and defending viewpoints clearly.
Negotiate meaning and resolve misunderstandings fluently in
complex scenarios.
Express nuanced opinions, agreements, and disagreements
using complex language structures.
Discuss hypothetical situations and speculate on outcomes and
possibilities.
Give and receive detailed instructions, requests, and
recommendations in formal and informal contexts.
Discuss and analyze current events, social issues, and global
perspectives with depth and accuracy.

Interpretive Communication (Reading & Listening):

Comprehend advanced authentic texts (news articles, literature
excerpts, editorials, essays, academic materials).
Analyze and interpret cultural nuances, author perspectives,
and implicit meanings within written and audio resources.
Understand extended discourse and discussions on abstract,
academic, and culturally complex topics.
Infer tone, purpose, and intent of authentic resources (podcasts,
news broadcasts, films, and lectures).
Summarize, critique, and respond analytically to complex
materials from authentic sources.

Presentational Communication (Speaking &
Writing):

Deliver formal and informal presentations confidently and
fluently on sophisticated topics, using advanced vocabulary and



grammar.
Write analytical essays, opinion articles, persuasive pieces, and
narrative texts with clear arguments and supporting evidence.
Describe, compare, and critically analyze cultural products,
practices, and perspectives in-depth.
Narrate experiences, events, or stories in various time frames
(past, present, future, hypothetical) accurately and fluently.
Prepare and deliver detailed multimedia presentations (projects,
cultural investigations, research-based presentations).

Vocabulary Themes:
Global Challenges & Social Issues1.

Poverty, immigration, inequality, discrimination, conflict
resolution, activism, humanitarian aid.

Science, Technology, & Innovation2.
Advanced technological vocabulary, ethical implications,
scientific discoveries, digital advancements, artificial
intelligence.

Identity & Personal Expression3.
Cultural identity, personal values, self-expression,
bilingualism, multiculturalism, heritage.

Family & Societal Structures4.
Family dynamics, generational perspectives, societal roles,
traditions, modern vs. traditional values.

Beauty, Aesthetics & Creativity5.
Artistic movements, aesthetics, architecture, literature,
fashion trends, visual and performing arts.

Health & Medical Advances6.
Healthcare systems, medical breakthroughs, public health
issues, mental health advocacy, bioethics.

Economics & Contemporary Life7.
Economic systems, personal finance, consumerism, work-
life balance, career planning, job markets, globalization.

Environmental Sustainability8.
Climate action, conservation policies, sustainability
initiatives, environmental crises, green technology.

Education & Career Development9.



Educational systems, higher education, academic
language, future planning, workplace culture.

Media & Communication10.
Journalism, media literacy, influence of media, social
networks, communication ethics, fake news, advertising.

Essential Grammar:

Advanced Verb Tenses & Mood Mastery:

Mastery of the subjunctive mood (present and past),
including noun, adjective, and adverbial clauses.
Perfect tenses in indicative and subjunctive: present
perfect, past perfect (pluperfect), future perfect,
conditional perfect.
Mastery of conditional mood and conditional clauses (type
1: realistic; type 2: hypothetical/improbable).
Use of imperfect subjunctive (si tuviera…, quisiera…,
pudiera…) in hypothetical and contrary-to-fact contexts.

Pronouns & Complex Structures:

Precise use of direct, indirect, and reflexive pronouns in
complex sentences.
Advanced relative pronouns (el que, la cual, cuyo/a/os/as)
in formal contexts.
Proper handling of pronoun placement in compound verb
forms (e.g., lo he visto, dámelo).

Passive Voice & Impersonal Expressions:

Mastery of passive constructions (ser + participle, se
pasivo, se impersonal).
Advanced use of impersonal and passive voice in formal
writing (se dice, se afirma, fue realizado).

Advanced Sentence Structures:

Complex sentence formation using conjunctions,



connectors, and transitions (además, sin embargo, por
consiguiente, por lo tanto, a pesar de que).
Advanced subordination and coordination in spoken and
written language (aunque, a condición de que, a menos
que, siempre que, dado que).

Prepositions & Idiomatic Expressions:

Mastery of idiomatic expressions (dar por hecho, tomar
medidas, hacer hincapié, llevar a cabo, echar de menos).
Nuanced use of prepositional phrases and fixed
expressions (en cuanto a, a través de, debido a, gracias a).

Comparatives, Superlatives & Nuanced
Adjectives:

Sophisticated comparative and superlative expressions
(sumamente, extremadamente, aún más, el menor de los
problemas).
Expressing subtle nuances, doubt, certainty, and
approximation (quizás, tal vez, probablemente,
seguramente).

Narration & Stylistic Grammar:

Advanced narrative techniques, sequencing events
precisely using preterite, imperfect, and pluperfect.
Stylistic elements for persuasive writing and speaking
(rhetorical questions, emphasizing key points, citing
evidence).

Building Proficiency for World Language Learners: 100+
High-Interest Activities
Discover over 100 dynamic activities to make world language
learning interactive and fun. I wrote this book with some of my
favorite activities for educators aiming to build proficiency with
high-impact strategies.
Learn more and get your copy here.

https://real-life-language.kit.com/abe0722a2a


5 Weeks of No and Low Prep Fun
Need quick, engaging activities for your class? This free guide
includes 25 no-prep and low-prep ideas to save time while
keeping students excited about learning.
Download your free copy now.

https://real-life-language.kit.com/cb632cad94

