
Overview of Traditional Spanish Curriculum
(Levels 1–4)
I curated this overview of what is typically taught in Spanish levels 1 through 4 to
provide general insight and help set expectations as you build your course.

That said, I want to emphasize something important: make your class work for you.
Use this framework as a guide—not a rulebook.

Many traditional programs heavily emphasize grammar and expect students to
“master” it. However, I firmly believe that students can learn and use a language
effectively without being able to explain every grammar rule. I personally do not
lead with grammar.

If you look at many modern textbooks, grammar is now placed at the end of each
chapter, which reflects a shift in thinking: grammar supports communication—it
shouldn’t drive it.

For example, the subjunctive is often introduced early (sometimes even in Level 1,
through commands), which can make transitioning into full subjunctive structures in
Level 2 much more natural. That’s a great example of how to embed grammar
within context, not isolate it.

So again—do what works for you and your students. This curriculum outline is
meant to offer a flexible starting point as you design your courses.

Overview of Traditional Spanish Curriculum
(Levels 1–4)
This overview outlines what is commonly taught in Spanish Levels 1 through 4 to
give educators a general framework and reference point when designing their own
courses. Use this as a flexible guide, not a rigid checklist.

A Note on Grammar

While grammar is often emphasized in traditional programs, remember that:

Students do not need to explain grammar rules in order to use the language



effectively.
Communication should come first; grammar should support it.
Many textbooks now place grammar at the end of each chapter, signaling a
shift away from leading with rules.

Tip: Introduce grammar in context. For example, commands (often taught in
Level 1 or 2) offer a natural entry point to the subjunctive mood without formal
grammar instruction.

Curriculum Snapshot

Level 2

Expanded vocabulary (daily routines, travel, food)
Present progressive
Preterite tense (regular and irregular)
Introduction to commands (affirmative and negative)
Comparisons and superlatives
Introduction to the subjunctive (via commands or basic expressions)
Cultural topics: traditions, holidays, regional foods

Spanish 2
Communicative Tasks:

Interpersonal Communication (Speaking & Writing):

Participate in short conversations about past events, daily routines, and future
plans.
Ask and answer questions about experiences, travel, and school life.
Express preferences, opinions, and provide simple justifications.
Interact comfortably in everyday situations (shopping, restaurant ordering,
making reservations).
Discuss health, well-being, and provide simple advice.
Narrate personal experiences and past events in sequence.
Describe plans and intentions (e.g., weekend plans, vacations).
Engage in basic negotiation (asking for help, clarifying, resolving



misunderstandings).

Interpretive Communication (Reading & Listening):

Understand main ideas and key details from authentic texts (emails, short
stories, blogs, advertisements).
Comprehend dialogues or short presentations on familiar topics.
Follow step-by-step instructions (recipes, directions, procedures).
Recognize and summarize basic cultural information from authentic resources
(songs, videos, podcasts).
Identify main points and supporting details in written and spoken narratives
about past and future events.

Presentational Communication (Speaking & Writing):

Narrate personal stories, past events, and memorable experiences.
Prepare and deliver short presentations on familiar topics (family traditions,
travel experiences, cultural events).
Write descriptive paragraphs about people, places, experiences, and events.
Create brief, organized essays or reports comparing cultural practices.
Present information on health topics, giving basic advice or recommendations.
Describe personal goals, ambitions, or future plans clearly and cohesively.

Vocabulary Themes:
Travel & Transportation1.

Means of transportation, travel verbs, airport vocabulary, hotel
accommodations, vacation activities.

Daily Routines & Personal Care2.
Reflexive verbs, personal hygiene, household chores, daily schedule
vocabulary.

Food, Cooking & Dining Out3.
Expanded food vocabulary, cooking methods, recipes, restaurant
conversations, table manners, expressions for taste and preference.

Shopping & Clothing4.
Clothing vocabulary, fabrics, fashion, shopping expressions, sizes, prices,
bargaining.

Leisure, Entertainment & Social Life5.
Activities, hobbies, movies, music, social events, invitations, celebrations.



School Life & Education6.
School subjects, classroom objects, extra-curricular activities, describing
teachers and classmates, expressing academic preferences.

Health & Wellness7.
Parts of the body, illnesses and remedies, symptoms, healthy habits,
giving advice, doctor’s visit vocabulary.

Housing & Living Spaces8.
Types of housing, furniture, household appliances, chores, neighborhood
descriptions.

Celebrations & Traditions9.
Holidays, celebrations, cultural traditions, rituals, special events, related
vocabulary.

Nature & Environment10.
Weather vocabulary (expanded), animals, outdoor activities, nature
descriptions, environmental issues (basic).

Essential Grammar:

Verbs & Verb Conjugations:

Preterite tense (regular and common irregular verbs)
Imperfect tense (regular and common irregular verbs)
Introduction to using preterite vs. imperfect (basic contexts)
Informal (tú) and formal (usted/ustedes) affirmative and negative
commands
Reflexive verbs (present, preterite, imperfect)
Progressive tense (present participle: estar + -ando/-iendo)
Introduction to future tense (ir + a + infinitive and simple future)

Pronouns:

Direct object pronouns (lo, la, los, las)
Indirect object pronouns (le, les)
Combining direct and indirect object pronouns (double object pronouns)
Reflexive pronouns (me, te, se, nos, os, se)

Adjectives & Comparisons:

Possessive adjectives and pronouns (mi/mío, tu/tuyo, etc.)



Demonstrative adjectives and pronouns (este, ese, aquel)
Comparatives (más/menos que, tan…como, tanto/a/os/as…como)
Superlatives (el/la más, el/la menos, -ísimo)

Prepositions & Connectors:

Expanded use of prepositions (por vs. para)
Common connectors for narratives (primero, después, luego, finalmente,
entonces)

Sentence Structure:

More complex sentence structures (subordination and coordination)
Asking more nuanced questions (open-ended questions, explanations)
Expressing cause and effect, preferences, and justifications.

Question words & Interrogatives:

Expanded use of question words in context (¿con quién?, ¿para qué?,
¿cuánto tiempo?, etc.)

Expressions of Obligation & Advice:

tener que + infinitive, deber + infinitive, hay que + infinitive

Impersonal Expressions:

Use of se impersonal (se vende, se habla, se puede)

Introduction to Subjunctive (basic exposure):

Basic recognition of present subjunctive in common expressions (quiero
que…, espero que…)

Building Proficiency for World Language Learners: 100+ High-Interest
Activities
Discover over 100 dynamic activities to make world language learning
interactive and fun. I wrote this book with some of my favorite activities for
educators aiming to build proficiency with high-impact strategies.
Learn more and get your copy here.

https://real-life-language.kit.com/abe0722a2a


5 Weeks of No and Low Prep Fun
Need quick, engaging activities for your class? This free guide includes 25 no-
prep and low-prep ideas to save time while keeping students excited about
learning.
Download your free copy now.

https://real-life-language.kit.com/cb632cad94

