
Best activities for world language class begin with meaningful input. If you
want students to communicate naturally, they need steady exposure to materials
that teach both language and culture. Invest time in reading that shows what
people make, what they do, and how they see the world.

Why culture and language must travel together
Language never lives in a vacuum. Understanding culture lets learners relate to real
speakers, spot similarities and differences, and make language stick. A helpful
framework to remember is ACTFL’s three P’s: products (what people make),
practices (what people do), and perspectives (how people see the world).

Start with lots of reading input. Reading builds confidence and reduces the
frustration that makes learners stop. Once comprehension becomes easier,
encourage production: learners who read widely have more to say, and more
natural things to practice speaking and writing about.

Practical, culture-rich reading resources
Here are accessible, high-return sources I recommend for classes and self-study.

Readlang (browser extension): Install a web reader to hover-translate
words, save vocabulary, and export flashcards. It suggests news and articles in
the target language and even lets you upload PDFs like public-domain books.
Realia and global brand ads: Flyers and menus from international branches
of well-known brands are highly visual, simple to read, and packed with
cultural clues. Compare a Japanese McDonald’s flyer with a French one to see
local habits reflected in menus and images.
Tabloids and lifestyle sites: Gossip magazines and entertainment pages are
fun, readable, and available in almost every language. They are great for
motivated beginners because the language is accessible and culturally current.
Language apps with story features: Apps like Duolingo can be fun and
motivating. They often teach grammar patterns and offer chatbots, stories,
and audio. My main critique is occasional irrelevance of phrases; focus on
survival language and stories that match learners’ needs.
Graphic novels and manga: Highly visual storytelling gives context for
vocabulary and cultural practices while keeping learners engaged.



Everyday supermarket items: Checkout magazines, product labels, and
personality quizzes found in stores are short, culturally specific reads that
students can collect while travelling or through image searches online.

Classroom-friendly activities that work
These activities turn the resources above into usable lessons. Use them as some of
the best activities for world language class.

Ad comparison: Students compare two adverts from the same brand in
different countries. Ask them to note menu items, images, and what the ad
assumes about daily life.
Micro-reading stations: Set up short texts from tabloids, product labels, and
quizzes. Students rotate and summarise key points in the target language.
Readlang scavenger hunt: Assign learners to use the Readlang extension to
find five culturally revealing words or phrases, save them as flashcards, and
present a short cultural insight to the class.
Graphic novel guided reading: Assign a short comic and ask students to predict
dialogue from images, then read the text to confirm or adjust their predictions.
Personality-quiz speaking prompts: Use a supermarket checkout quiz as a
prompt for pair interviews and follow-up debates about values and
perspectives.
Tabloid translation challenge: Choose a short celebrity piece, translate key
sentences into learners’ L1, and then rewrite the piece in a voice suitable for a
classroom magazine.

Putting it all together
Teaching culture through reading is about quantity plus relevance. Give learners
readable input that reflects real life, then build tasks that move them from
understanding to doing. If you are designing the best activities for world language
class, prioritise material that is visual, short, and culturally rich. That combination
keeps learners engaged and gives them a clear path from comprehension to
confident expression.

Discover over 100 dynamic activities to make world language learning interactive
and fun. I wrote this book with some of my favorite activities for educators aiming to
build proficiency with high-impact strategies.



Learn more and get your copy here.

5 Weeks of No and Low Prep Fun
Need quick, engaging activities for your class? This free guide includes 25 no-prep
and low-prep ideas to save time while keeping students excited about learning.
Download your free copy now.

https://www.routledge.com/Building-Proficiency-for-World-Language-Learners-100-High-Interest-Activities/Klimas/p/book/9781032615912
https://real-life-language.kit.com/cb632cad94

