If you teach languages, you already know that low-prep, high-impact tasks are gold.
Below are practical, adaptable ideas for more language teaching activities you can
use with novice, intermediate and advanced learners. Each activity can be scaled
for vocabulary, phrases, sentences or connected discourse so students practise
meaningful communication while you keep your planning time reasonable.

Why simple, real-life tasks work

Students learn faster when language is tied to real situations: shopping, art,
fashion, food and relaxed conversation. These contexts provide useful vocabulary,
cultural insights and repeated, meaningful practice. Best of all, they require minimal
materials and can be tweaked easily for different levels.

1. Markets and shopping

Set up a class market. Ask students to bring items, print pictures, or draw products
on index cards with the target-language labels. Rotate roles: sellers, shoppers,
cashiers.

* Prep: Create fake currency or printable price tags.

» Differentiation: Novices use single-word labels; higher levels write
descriptions, negotiate prices, or complete a shopping list task.

« Extension: Give a furnishing task (for example, furnish five rooms using an
international retailer website) and have students submit links or images in the
target language.

2. Arts and artists

Turn art into a research-and-speak task. Assign artists (for example, Frida Kahlo for
Spanish) and ask students to collect basic biographical facts and two examples of
artwork. Have them prepare short slides and give quick presentations in the target
language.

* Prep: Provide a list of guiding questions: name, birthplace, major works, style.
e Output: A gallery display where classmates describe and guess which artwork
matches which artist.



3. Vision boards and mood collages

Ask students to curate images that represent goals or inspirations, either physically
or using a slide tool. They label and write a few sentences in the target language
explaining each choice. This is a calm, reflective activity that recycles vocabulary
and gives plenty of visual support for speaking.

4. Fashion show with a cultural twist

Have students model outfits while partners describe clothing in the target language.
For more depth, turn it into a short research project: assign historical periods,
countries or brands and ask students to find authentic images and primary sources
to describe.

5. Food research and class cookbook

Each student researches a dish from the target-language culture. Collect recipes
and descriptions into a class cookbook. If feasible, organise a simple tasting or a
collaborative cooking day where each student contributes one component.

6. Coffee talk: conversational practice

Design a relaxed speaking session where students prepare bullet points of topics to
discuss—how they are, weekend activities, goals, favourite foods. Set a timer,
record conversations, and let students track progress.

Tip: Encourage low-stress planning beforehand so students can speak more freely.
This is where fluency develops fast.

Putting it together

These more language teaching activities give students meaningful practice without
exhaustive prep. Rotate them through the term for variety: a market one week, art
exchanges the next, a fashion mini-project mid-term, and regular coffee talk
sessions for ongoing speaking practice.

Pick one idea, adapt it to your learners, and try it next lesson. The results—engaged



students, cultural learning and real communicative practice—are worth the small
upfront effort.

Building Proficiency for World Language Learners: 100+ High-Interest
Activities

Discover over 100 dynamic activities to make world language learning interactive
and fun. | wrote this book with some of my favorite activities for educators aiming to
build proficiency with high-impact strategies.

Learn more and get your copy here.

5 Weeks of No and Low Prep Fun

Need quick, engaging activities for your class? This free guide includes 25 no-prep
and low-prep ideas to save time while keeping students excited about learning.
Download your free copy now.

100s of Videos to Learn Spanish
Gain access to an extensive collection of videos for self-paced Spanish learning.
Browse the videos.
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