Spanish lesson plans designed for learners who want to practise present tense
verbs and holiday vocabulary. Below you will find a short authentic Spanish passage
about Christmas, followed by clear grammar notes, vocabulary highlights,
comprehension questions, and practical follow-up activities in English.

Short Spanish passage

En ese episodio, la Navidad. Me encanta la Navidad. No soy

religiosa, pero me encanta celebrar Navidad. Para mi, Navidad es
un tiempo de paz, es un tiempo para descansar, pasar tiempo con
amigos y familia, para una bebida caliente como una infusion, ver
muchas peliculas, comprar cosas buenas para mis seres queridos.

Me encanta también todos los adornos, las ya correcciones de
Navidad. Me encantan los arboles, los juguetes, las coronas.

Me encanta también experimentar las costumbres en lugares
diferentes. Por ejemplo, en lugares en el norte me encanta
experimentar nieve. He pasado muchas Navidades en Nueva
Inglaterra cuando era nina y me encanté la nieve.

También he pasado Navidad en Nuevo México donde hace fresco,
no mucho frio. Una de las tradiciones navidenas que me gusta es
ver las luminarias y son luces, luces en bolsas, velas en bolsas, en
los jardines y también en las calles. Me encanta.

Me encanta también pasar la Navidad en Inglaterra porque los
britdnicos estan tan enamorados de Navidad. Llevan sus suéteres
feos, pero yo no creo que sean feos. Hay muchas fiestas y todas
las calles tienen luces. Todo es muy bonito.

Y tu celebras en Navidad?
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Grammar focus: present tense and related forms

The passage uses a mixture of present tense, present perfect, and simple past to
describe feelings and experiences. Focus on these common patterns:

» Me encanta — expresses strong liking. Equivalent to “I love” or “I really
enjoy.”

* No soy religiosa — present of ser to state identity or characteristics.

* Es un tiempo — present of ser to describe time or season.

» He pasado / me encantd — present perfect for life experiences and preterite
for a single past event.

* Hace fresco — present impersonal to describe weather.

* Llevan — present of llevar to describe habitual actions (they wear).

Vocabulary highlights

e la Navidad — Christmas

* las luminarias — luminarias (paper-bag lights)

* los adornos, las coronas, los arboles — decorations, wreaths, trees
e una infusién — an herbal tea or warm infusion

* |las fiestas — parties

Comprehension questions (answer in Spanish)

{Por gué a la hablante le encanta la Navidad?
{Dénde ha pasado Navidad cuando era nifia?

{Qué tradicién navidefia menciona que le gusta ver?
{Cémo describe el clima en Nuevo México?

s

Follow-up activities (use in your lessons)

Use these activities as part of your Spanish lesson plans to practise speaking,
writing and grammar.

1. Speaking: In pairs, describe your favourite holiday traditions using at least five
present-tense verbs from the passage. Swap partners and ask follow-up
questions.

2. Writing: Write a short paragraph (5-8 sentences) about how you celebrate a
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holiday, mixing present tense and one sentence in past (use preterite or
present perfect).

3. Grammar drill: Conjugate these verbs in the present: encantar, ser, pasar,
llevar, hacer. Then create one original sentence for each verb.

4. Vocabulary task: Create a small poster with five decorations or traditions
mentioned in the passage and label them in Spanish.

5. Extension: Compare Christmas customs in two places (e.g., England and New
England) in a short oral presentation, using vocabulary from the passage.

How to use these Spanish lesson plans

Adapt the activities for beginners by shortening speaking turns and providing a
model paragraph. For intermediate learners, focus on subtleties of tense choice and
ask students to rewrite the passage replacing me encanta with alternatives like
me gusta mucho or disfruto.

Final tip

Encourage learners to keep a small holiday journal in Spanish for a week. Short
daily entries build fluency with present-tense descriptions and weather expressions
like hace fresco.

Looking for more ideas?

Building Proficiency for World Language Learners: 100+ High-Interest
Activities

Discover over 100 dynamic activities to make world language learning interactive
and fun. | wrote this book with some of my favorite activities for educators aiming to
build proficiency with high-impact strategies.

Learn more and get your copy here.

5 Weeks of No and Low Prep Fun

Need quick, engaging activities for your class? This free guide includes 25 no-prep
and low-prep ideas to save time while keeping students excited about learning.
Download your free copy now.
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