
French Chat Mats: Where are you from?

Asking and answering questions about where someone is from is one of the most
foundational communication skills in French. The French Chat Mats: Where Are
You From? provide learners with clear vocabulary, sentence starters, and visual
support to help them talk about origins, nationalities, and cultural backgrounds—all
in French.

Perfect for novice learners and helpful as review for higher levels, this chat mat
makes introductions and identity-focused conversations easier and more
meaningful.

Why Use a “Where Are You From?” Chat Mat?
This theme is essential for beginners because it helps students:

Ask and answer common introductory questions
Share information about themselves
Learn names of countries and nationalities
Practice structures with être, venir de, and habiter
Build confidence during interpersonal speaking tasks

It also ties naturally into cultural and geographical exploration of the French-
speaking world.

What’s Included in the “Where Are You From?”
French Chat Mat?
A well-designed chat mat might include:

Key Questions

D’où viens-tu ?
Tu viens d’où ?
Tu es de quel pays ?
Où habites-tu ?



Useful Responses

Je viens de…
Je suis de…
J’habite à…
Je suis… (nationality)
Ma famille vient de…

Common Countries in French

les États-Unis
la France
le Canada
le Mexique
la Chine
l’Italie
l’Espagne
le Sénégal
le Maroc
l’Inde

Nationalities

américain(e)
français(e)
canadien(ne)
mexicain(e)
chinois(e)
italien(ne)
espagnol(e)
sénégalais(e)
marocain(e)
indien(ne)

High-Utility Sentence Starters

Moi, je viens de…
J’habite… depuis…
Ma famille est originaire de…



Je parle…
Je voudrais visiter…

Extra Vocabulary

une ville
un état / une région
un pays
une origine
une langue

Visual Icons

Flags, maps, and simple person icons help novices make meaning quickly.

Classroom Activities Using This Chat Mat
Here are some engaging ways to use it in class:

1. Partner Introductions

Students ask and answer questions about their origins using the chat mat.

2. Identity Maps

Learners draw a simple map or family origin chart and describe it to a partner.

3. “Find Someone From…”

A movement-based activity where students ask classmates where they are from.

4. Cultural Exploration

Compare origins in the class and explore francophone countries around the world.

5. Guess the Country

One student gives clues about a country; the partner tries to guess it.



A Foundational Tool for Early Communication
The French Chat Mats: Where Are You From? help students build essential
communication skills while exploring personal and cultural identity. With built-in
support and beginner-friendly phrasing, the chat mat is perfect for introductions,
geography units, and everyday speaking practice.



Building Proficiency for World Language Learners: 100+ High-Interest
Activities
Discover over 100 dynamic activities to make world language learning interactive
and fun. I wrote this book with some of my favorite activities for educators aiming to
build proficiency with high-impact strategies.
Learn more and get your copy here.

5 Weeks of No and Low Prep Fun
Need quick, engaging activities for your class? This free guide includes 25 no-prep
and low-prep ideas to save time while keeping students excited about learning.
Download your free copy now.

https://www.routledge.com/Building-Proficiency-for-World-Language-Learners-100-High-Interest-Activities/Klimas/p/book/9781032615912
https://real-life-language.kit.com/cb632cad94

