
Teaching beginning learners a new language does not require elaborate materials
or hours of planning. With a handful of reliable routines and low prep world
language activities, language classes can become vibrant spaces for listening,
speaking and playful practice. Below are some ideas that keep learners engaged
and allow teachers to focus on interaction rather than paperwork.

Why choose low prep world language activities?
Kindergartners need repetition, movement and clear, consistent input. Low prep
world language activities let teachers deliver high-quality comprehensible input
while staying flexible. These activities are easy to adapt to any target language and
to different class lengths.

These simple activities are great for secondary classes, too. Making language
predictable and easy to understand equals fast acquisition. Fast acquisition makes
everyone more comfortable and confident. This makes the language learning
journey more fun and doable.

Core routines that anchor every lesson
Greeting circle: A 2 to 5 minute routine where each child says hello and a
short phrase. Rotating who leads builds confidence. This can be done from
desks. No reminders of kindergarten necessary.
Calendar and weather: Use simple phrases to describe the day. Add
gestures and pictures for support. Use a calendar you can change every day.
Movement commands: Combine language with action. Commands like
“stand”, “sit”, “jump” reinforce vocabulary through Total Physical Response.
Combine this with something like standing to say the pledge or another natural
routine.

Five easy, low-prep activities to use tomorrow
1.

Simon Says with a twist

Use vocabulary cards or gestures. Include a “freeze” round to practise listening
comprehension. Minimal prep: a set of picture cards or none at all.



2.
Mystery Bag

Place an object inside a bag. Students ask and answer simple questions to
guess what it is. Encourages question formation and turns-taking.

3.
Picture Card Races

Scatter image cards; call out a word and students run to the correct card.
Great for energy release and recall.

4.
Puppet Conversations

Two puppets model short dialogues. Invite students to finish the line or repeat
with their own puppet.

5.
Mini Story with Repeated Phrases

Tell a 3–4 sentence story using a repeated chorus. Have students echo the
chorus and act it out.

Simple materials that go a long way
Picture cards printed or drawn by hand
A bag for the Mystery Bag – but things like prompts and tasks inside
A puppet or stuffed animal – keep these around. These are surprisingly
popular.
Classroom labels for everyday vocabulary. You can even make this a game.
Get some grammar in there, too.



Tips for success
Keep language short and predictable.
Use gestures and visuals every time.
Celebrate attempts and provide many opportunities for repetition.
Rotate activities to keep novelty without extra prep.

Final thought
Consistency and interaction matter more than elaborate resources. With a few key
routines and these low prep world language activities, kindergarten class
activities become lively language-learning communities where children can listen,
move and speak with confidence.

Looking for more ideas? Building Proficiency for World Language Learners:
100+ High-Interest Activities
Discover over 100 dynamic activities to make world language learning interactive
and fun. I wrote this book with some of my favorite activities for educators aiming to
build proficiency with high-impact strategies.
Learn more and get your copy here.

5 Weeks of No and Low Prep Fun
Need quick, engaging activities for your class? This free guide includes 25 no-prep
and low-prep ideas to save time while keeping students excited about learning.
Download your free copy now.

https://www.routledge.com/Building-Proficiency-for-World-Language-Learners-100-High-Interest-Activities/Klimas/p/book/9781032615912
https://real-life-language.kit.com/cb632cad94

